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 Distinguished guests. Panelists. Good afternoon, everyone. Thank you for 
joining us.  

 

It is my honor to join you all today to launch our regions’ Strategic 

Programme Framework for Strengthening Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 

(CRVS) in Eastern and Southern Africa – a framework that signals a renewed 

promise to every child: the right to a legal identify from birth 

 

As many of you know, civil registration and vital statistics systems are the 

backbone of national identity, inclusive governance and public service delivery. 

Yet today in our region, an estimated 61 million children under 5 are without a 

birth certificate - 48 million are unregistered children and 13 million have no proof 

of registration. This means millions of children grow up unrecognized, excluded 

from education, healthcare, protection, and ultimately, opportunity. 
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This framework responds to this urgent reality. It is not just a technical plan, 

it is a decisive shift towards systems that are inclusive by design, resilient in the 

face of crises, and responsive to the needs of every child. It sets out a bold 

regionally tailored approach for closing the birth registration gap and strengthening 

CRVS systems across 21 countries in Eastern and Southern Africa. 

 

At the heart are three practical accelerators for real change:  

• Interoperability, to connect CRVS systems with health, education, and social 

protection sectors so no child falls through the cracks. 

• Decentralization, to bring services closer to families especially in rural and 

underserved communities. 

• Digitalization, to modernize systems, enable real-time data exchange, and 

ensure security and sustainability. 

 

This framework is firmly anchored in global, continental, and regional 

commitments from the Convention on the Rights of the Child, to Agenda 2063, the 

UN Legal Identity Agenda, the AU Digital Transformation Strategy, and SDG 

16.9, which calls for legal identity for all by 2030. 
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It also aligns with UNICEF’s Strategic Plan and Africa Strategy recognizing 

birth registration as both a legal entitlement and a foundation for human capital 

development, inclusive governance, and equitable service delivery. 

 

But we know that technical solutions alone are not enough. Achieving universal 

birth registration demands political leadership, domestic financing, strong 

intersectoral coordination, and above all community trust. It will also require 

deliberate action to remove legal, gender, and social barriers that keep the most 

marginalized children invisible – including laws that discriminate against mothers, 

norms that exclude girls and practical barriers that make it impossible for families 

to access services. 

 

This must be our shared call to action: to ensure that no child is invisible, that 

no birth goes unrecorded, and that every life begins with recognition, rights, and 

dignity. 

 

Because when we register a child’s birth, we do more than issue a certificate, we 

affirm their place in society, we open the door to essential services and protections, 

and we lay the groundwork for inclusive, accountable development. 
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Together, through this framework, we have a real opportunity to shift the 

narrative from fragmented efforts to unified systems, from policy commitments to 

concrete action, and from low coverage to universal birth registration by 2030. 

 

Let us be the generation that delivers on promise of legal identity for every 

child, everywhere.  

 

*** 

 


