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Why This Framework, and Why Now?

Despite global and regional commitments, the Eastern and Southern Africa 

region continues to report some of the lowest birth registration rates in the world. 
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Vision and Goals

By 2030, every child in Eastern and Southern Africa is registered at birth and has a 

legal identity.

The goal is to reach 95% birth 

registration coverage across the region 

by 2030.

This is not just about numbers. It’s about 

ensuring that children are not invisible 

and that they can access education, 

healthcare, protection, and opportunity, 

starting with a birth certificate.
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We must connect CRVS systems 

with health, education, protection, 

and national ID systems. This 

means registering births at health 

facilities, using school enrolment 

as a catch-up opportunity, and 

linking CRVS to child grants and 

other services. 

This is already happening in 

countries like Rwanda, Namibia, 

and South Africa and it works.

We must bring services closer to 

families, especially in rural and 

underserved communities. Local 

registration points, mobile units, 

and community-based outreach 

are essential.

Countries like Tanzania and 

Mozambique have shown that 

decentralisation increases access 

and equity.

It involves shifting from slow, 

paper-based systems to secure, 

interoperable digital platforms 

that enhance data accuracy, 

accessibility, and service delivery.

Country Namibia where mobile-

based birth notifications, 

demonstrate how digital tools can 

streamline registration.

Three core strategies

Interoperability Decentralisation Digitalisation
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Supporting Interventions (i)
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1. Legislative and Policy Reform

▪ Modernizing outdated laws to remove barriers 

such as late registration penalties, gender 

discrimination, and documentation burdens.

▪ Promoting inclusive legal frameworks that 
recognize CRVS as a public good and enable 

integration with health, education, and social 

protection.

▪ Empowering local authorities through 

decentralized legal mandates and ensuring data 
privacy.

To make the three core strategies-interoperability, decentralisation, and digitalisation 

more effective, the framework outlines five critical supporting interventions:
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2. Resource Mobilization and Domestic 

Financing

▪ Advocating for increased national budget 

allocations and dedicated CRVS budget 

lines.

▪ Encouraging public-private partnerships to 

support digital infrastructure and outreach.
▪ Leveraging international co-financing and 

donor support to ensure long-term 

sustainability. 

Supporting Interventions (ii)
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3. Partnerships

▪ Engaging with governments, civil society, 

private sector, and regional bodies to align 

efforts and share resources.

▪ Strengthening collaboration with 

international organizations and regional 
initiatives to harmonize policies and scale 

innovations.

▪ Involving youth networks and community-

based organizations to expand outreach 

and trust in CRVS systems. 

Supporting Interventions (iii)



▪ Addressing socio-cultural barriers and 

misinformation through community 

engagement and awareness 

campaigns.

▪ Embedding CRVS messaging in health 
services, schools, and media to 

increase demand and normalize 

registration.

▪ Promoting the value of birth 

registration beyond legal identity, 
linking it to access to education, 

healthcare, and protection.

4. Social and Behavioural Change 

Supporting Interventions (iv)
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Thank you.
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5. Capacity Building

▪ Training CRVS personnel in digital 

tools, data management, and 

inclusive service delivery.

▪ Equipping local offices with the 

infrastructure and resources 
needed to operate autonomously 

and effectively.

▪ Developing e-learning platforms 

and peer-learning exchanges to 

ensure continuous skill 
development and system 

resilience.

Supporting Interventions (v)
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Success depends on collective action:

❑ Governments: Lead and invest, track data completeness, 
accuracy, and timeliness while integrating vital statistics into 
national development strategies.

❑ Partners: advocate for annual CRVS performance reviews, 
assist governments in publishing statistical reports, and 
ensure demographic trends inform policies.

Call to action 

❑ Communities: Step up and help to drive 
awareness, accountability, and uptake of CRVS 
systems at the grassroots level or hard to 
reach remote areas.
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Let us use this framework not just as a 
plan, but as a platform for partnership 

to ensure that every child in Eastern 
and Southern Africa is registered, 

recognised, and protected from the very 
beginning of life.

Thank you!
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