Universal Birth Registration: A Gateway to Rights and
Development

Linking with UNICEF's Birth Registration Program Framework for
Eastern and Southern Africa

Tanzanian Perspective



* TABLE OF CONTENTS

* Introduction

e The strategic framework (UNICEF ESARO)

e Tanzania's Progress: A Case Study in Applying the Framework
e Qutcomes of Tanzania's Efforts

e Continuing the Journey: Challenges and Next Steps

e Conclusion

~ RITA

Registration, Insolvency and Trusteeship Agency



INTRODUCTION

The scandal of Invisibility

* The Challenge: Millions of children in Eastern and Southern Africa (ESA), including
Tanzania, remain unregistered.

 The Impact:

* Invisible to the State: Denied legal identity and the protection it offers.
e Denied Rights: Limited access to essential services (health, education).

e Vulnerability: Increased risk of child marriage, labour, trafficking,
statelessness.

 The Goal: Universal Birth Registration — ensuring every child is counted, visible,
and recognized under the law.
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UNICEF COMMITEMENT

e Vision: Every child in ESAR has a legal identity from birth, protected by a
robust Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) system.

* Regional Context: Despite global and regional commitments, ESA still
reports some of the lowest birth registration rates. Over 91 million children
under 5 in Africa are unregistered, with a significant portion in the Eastern
region.

e Strategic Approach: Guided by the "Strengthening Civil Registration and
Vital Statistics in Eastern and Southern Africa Strategic Programme
Framework" (released May/June 2025).
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The UNICEF ESARO Framework: Three Accelerators

 UNICEF ESARO's framework prioritizes three key accelerators to close the birth
registration gap:
 Interoperability:

e Seamless data sharing and integration between civil registration systems and other
vital public services.

e Decentralization

 Shifting registration services closer to communities and making them more accessible
 Digitalization

e Leveraging technology to streamline and modernize the registration process
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Tanzania's Progress: A Case Study in Applying the Framework

e Tanzania exemplifies the successful application of UNICEF's framework:

* Decentralization: Expanding services to reach underserved populations

* Embedded birth registration services in maternity and RCH wards — ensures that
mothers, need not travel exclusively for availing BR services; no additional indirect
costs; and helps to net newborns in 6 weeks of birth

* Developed a guideline to facilitate the registration of minority groups e.g registration
of Young and Adolescent Mothers, children born in border region

e Shifted from centralised to decentralised system through local government
authorities and health facilities.

* Increased registration points from 139 in 2012 to over 12,025 in 2025 which reduced
the distance to a registration facility.

* Made registration and certification a one stop process at local health facilities and
community ward executive offices.

e Parents can register births, get immunizations, and access nutrition services in a single
visit.
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Tanzania's Progress: A Case Study in Applying the Framework(cont)

. Dfi italization & Interoperability:Leveraging technology to improve coverage and
efficiency

Enhanced infrastructure throuEh the creation of a single digital platform (e-RITA) to register
all vital events e.g. births, deaths, marriages, divorces and adoptions.

eRITA system is now the only unique system that is being utilized for CRVS. This has
eliminated the silo systems that existed before.

Integration of the CR system completed with NIDA, Immigration, National Health Insurance
Funds, and Public Service Social Security Fund, and the integration with HMIS, Judiciary, and
National Bureau of Statistics (NBS).

Pioneering use of mobile technology (e.g., in partnership with Yas (Tigo) and UNICEF).
Health workers use mobile phones to send birth registration details to a central database.
This has sped up processing and enabled real-time tracking.

Development of Android-based applications for wider accessibility.

e Policy and Financial Levers:

Waiver of fees for children under five and free first birth certificate copy.
Strong government commitment (Law of the Child Act 2009).
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Outcomes of Tanzania's Efforts

e Registration is on-going across all the 26 Regions in Tanzania
 Merging of RITA and NIDA
* Improvement of Death Registration

* Significant Increase in Registration Rates:
e From ~10-12% in 2012 to over 60% in 2022 and 68% as of July 2024.
 In piloted regions, certification rates soared from 10% to over 80%.

* Improved Child Protection: More children are legally recognized and
protected from rights violations.

 Enhanced Data for Planning: Better understanding of demographics for
national development.

 Model for the Region: Tanzania's success provides valuable lessons for
other countries in ESA.
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Continuing the Journey: Challenges and Next Steps

e Despite progress, challenges remain:

 Reaching Older Children: Many older children remain unregistered. Catch-up
campaigns and community outreach are vital.

e Sustainability: Ensuring financial and technical sustainability of the CRVS system.

e Quality of Data: Continuous efforts to improve the quality, completeness, and
confidentiality of registration data.

e Community Awareness: Sustained public awareness campaigns to ensure all
parents understand the importance of registration as a right.

e Resilience: Strengthening systems to withstand shocks (e.g., pandemics,
displacement).
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Conclusion

e Universal birth registration is not just about a piece of paper; it's about
identity, protection, and opportunity for every child.

e UNICEF's ESARO framework provides a clear and effective roadmap for
achieving this goal through interoperability, decentralization, and
digitalization.

e Tanzania's journey demonstrates the transformative power of these
strategies when coupled with strong government commitment and
partnerships.

* By ensuring every child is counted, we lay the foundation for a more
equitable, just, and prosperous future for all.
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