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 Status of Birth Registration 
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 Digitalization
 Legal Reform: changes introduced 
 Way forward 



Ethiopia – at a glance
• Located at the eastern 

horn of Africa
• 2nd Most populous 

country in Africa - over 
126 million peopled

• Federal  state structure, 
13 autonomous regional 
states and 2 city 
administrations 

• 19,202 Kebeles (lowest 
administrative 
units/districts)

• 80% living in rural and 
20% in urban areas

• Large IDP/Refuge 
population 3



Overview of Civil Registration system in Ethiopia:
• Legal/Policy Framework: CRVS Proclamation enacted in 2012, 

amended in 2017 expanding scope of CR to non-nationals and 
refugees, latest amendement in 2025 - Civil and Family Registration 
Proclamation No. 1370/2025; 

• Ethiopia’s National CRVS strategic plan (2022-2026); National SBCC 
Strategy on Vital Events Registration

• National conventional CR system officially launched in 2016
• The organizational arrangement follows decentralized structure.
• Low BR rate (3% under 5 children 2016 EDHS), (EDHS underway-

preliminary report expected by September 2025)
• Refugee and non-nationals CR started in October 2017
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Addis Ababa is the best performing region while Somali is the least performing
Nationally more than one in two new-born children are being registered 
2019-20- low BR due to interruption of CR service due to COVID 
CR service suspended in Tigray region due to conflict, resumed in 2024
Coverage decreased in 2024 and 25 due to conflict in Amhara and Oromia – For example 601 kebeles which is 15% of the kebeles in Amhara have stopped registering 
Conflicts/emergencies caused interruption of BR service, followed by destruction/damage to the CR system
1,252,027of the 2,775,689 (potential occurrence) new-born children are registered in 9 months EFY 2018 leaving over a million newborn children unregistered.
Note that the number of birth registrations of children over one year old is not captured. EDHS (2025) is expected to provide evidence about progress made since the last EDHS conducted in 2016.





Decentralized CRVS system: 
- ensured wider Civil Registration coverage in Eth.

National Level:- Immigration and Citizenship Service (ICS):
• Leads, coordinates, supports and monitors CR in all regions/ Ethiopian 

Embassies and Consulates, transfers one copy to ESS
Key stakeholders, Structures, include: 

Kebele level-Rural district, Wereda, Zonal level, Regional Level Vital 
Events Registration Agency (RVERA), Refugees and Returnees Service 
(CR of refugees).
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One copy of vital
events form 
transmitted

ICS

Three copies of vital
events form transmitted

Woreda Vital Events Registration office
Quality Checks of kebeles registration documents and revert it back to the kebeles 

if problems are identified for corrections.

Forms with
identified problems

returned to kebele for
corrections

Three copies
of vital events 

form 
transmitted

Kebele VERA office
Lowest gov. Admin. structure, frontline registration authority by Civil Registrars, 70% 
kebeles, provide CR services (regressed from 90% due to conflict in different parts of 

the country)

Birth declarant 
Birth – Father/mother of child, in their default

guardian of child, or by the person who has taken
care of the child. 

Birth declarant
Abandoned children:- Police officer or any other 
government organ 
Also, any person aware of such condition.

Corrected forms 
transmitted back to

woreda

Ethiopian Statistics 
Service 

Two copies of vital events form 
transmitted

The Regional VERA office



Interoperability with health: 

• Health workers notify facility and home births
• They are engaged in referral, community awareness/demand  
creation. 
• Regular joint monitoring and supportive supervision between civil 
registration agencies and the health sector to identify and address 
bottlenecks 
• One-stop registration and certification centres established by 
deputing civil registrars (in over 674 HF) immediately after birth and 
during immunization
Legal reform- to assign civil registrars at health facilities to register 
births as they occur, immediately after birth and during immunization  
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• CR is mainly paper-based, manual- inefficient & costly
Fragmented multiple digital systems:
• Digital home-grown (Oromia and Amhara) and open-source (federal and 

Addis Ababa) technologies piloted in different parts of the country
• Tablet based ME-CRVS system piloted in 1,300 Kebeles and health 

facilities; digital CR in refugee registration centers initiated
• No linkage b/n CR and NID systems
• Inadequate ICT infrastructure, electricity power/network connectivity 

interruptions 
• Gov’t decided to standardize digital CR system throughout the country

Digitalization of CR:



New Civil and Family Registration Proclamation issued in March 2025 
Major changes introduced for removing legal/procedural barriers and 
improving CR business process include :-
• Vital events can now be registered at the place of occurrence, 

including health facilities,  in addition to place of residence
• Births can be declared by one of the parents 
• Waiver of fees for the first on-time copy of birth certificate 
• Officers of civil status will be deployed at health facilities 
• Hybrid manual/digital registration recognized 
• Copies of register reduced from four to two
• Moving register of civil status out of CR office allowed 
• A backlog clearance system to be set up for recording unregistered 

vital events 

Legal Reform: Changes introduced  



Way forward to accelerate Progress:
• Implementation of standardized national digital CR system 

throughout the country
• Strengthen interoperability/multisectoral coordination to fast-track 

access to BR by expanding one-stop birth notification, 
registration, certification in health facilities, during school 
enrollment, registration for social protection programs, CRID 
system integration

• Enhance public awareness and demand for civil registration
• Resource mobilization to bridge funding gaps
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Thank you!
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