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BRIEF ON KENYA ALLIANCE FOR ADVANCEMENT OF CHILDREN (KAACR)

- National umbrella body for NGO'’s cooperation and exchange of information on
children’s rights in Kenya, founded on the basis of the UNCRC

- Membership of over 250 children’s agencies in Kenya

- Registered national umbrella NGO under NGO Coordination Act of 1990 in 1995

- NGO with Special Consultative Status with ECOSOC of the United Nations (2000)
- Equivalence Determination Certification from NGO Source (2017)

- Observer Status with African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the
Child (ACRWC) — (2018)

- Member of the Global Partnership to End Violence against Children (2018)
- Member of ECPAT International (2019)

- Member, UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (2025 — 2029)




UN TREATY BODIES IN OHCHR

CRC (1989) is one of the ten Treaty Bodies of the United Nations

« International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), 1965 (CERD) - 18
International Covenant on Civil & Political Rights ICCPR), 1966 (HRC) - 18
International Covenant on Economic, Social & Cultural Rights (CESCR), 1966 - 18

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), 1979 (CEDAW) - 23

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 1984 (CAT) - 10

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers & Members of Their Families,
2003 - 14

Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture & other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (SPT)
2006 (SPT) - 25

Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), 2007 - 18

Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED), 2010 = 10




Birth Registration is a Core Foundational Right (Article 7)

CRC emphasizes every child has the right to be registered immediately after birth, to have a
name, and to acquire a nationality. Expressed in Article 6(4) of ACRWC

Ensure Universal Registration & Prevent Statelessness

GCs and periodic reviews stress the need for universal, functional civil registration systems,
esp. sub-Saharan Africa, where millions of children remain unregistered & at risk of statelessness

Committee strongly recommends to states adopt or reform civil registration laws and systems to
ensure coverage, accessibility, and legal completeness to prevent statelessness and invisibility

Implement Comprehensive National Strategies toward 100% Birth Registration

Committee urges states to implement comprehensive strategies, in cooperation with UNICEF
and other partners, to achieve UBR. It recommends establishing permanent public service
mechanisms (e.g. decentralized registration points) for future sustainability
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF CRCON SAMPLE STATES IN REGION
TANZANIA (2006) - Decentralization and Accessibility

Tanzania submitted a consolidated 37-5t% report (CRC/C/TZA/3-5), due by g January 2012 and received on 13 January 2012
- Committee expressed serious concern over the low level of birth registration, particularly in rural areas.

- Insufficient financial resources, high costs for BC, and limited outreach as major obstacles preventing many children
from being registered

Committee recommended:
- Ensure birth registration is free of charge nationwide.
- Expand & decentralize registration services - use of mobile birth registration units for children in remote & rural areas.

- Facilitate registration of children not registered at birth, through retrospective or late registration, without discriminatory or
financial penalties

- Strengthen public awareness & outreach—through mass media campaigns (radio, TV, print), and linking civil registration to
other service delivery points (e.g. health facilities) to promote importance & procedures of birth registration

"The State party should establish permanent, accessible and affordable mechanisms for birth registration at the community level,
including mobile units and integration into health services."— CRC CO, Tanzania, 2006

6th Report: (CRC/C/TZA/6), due g January 2020, received by Committee on 6 September 2022, and published on 17 October:




DRC (2017) - Decentralization and Accessibility

DRC's 3™, 4t & 5t periodic reports (CRC/C/COD/CO/3-5) submitted on 5 Mar 2013, despite deadline 26 Oct 2012
Reviewed during UN CRC 74th session (16 Jan — 3 Feb 2017), and concluding observations adopted on 28 Feb 2017
Committee noted

- Despite setting up a national ID office, birth registration rates remained extremely low:

- Concern that children, especially in conflict-affected North Kivu, were vulnerable to statelessness due to lack of
awareness, Long distances and hidden costs, Administrative delays

Committee Recommendations:
- Awareness-raising, especially in rural and conflict-affected areas

- Expansion of mobile registration services
- Boosting human, technical and financial resources

- Consider ratifying statelessness-related conventions

Committee is concerned that birth registration systems remain inaccessible for children in rural areas, children
born to undocumented parents, and those affected by poverty, disability, or displacement."
— CRC Concluding Observations, Democratic Republic of Congo, 2017




KENYA (2016) - Universal Coverage

Kenya's combined 3-5t periodic reports (CRC/C/KEN/3-5) submitted on 10 Mar 2013, despite deadline 1 Sept. 2012
Reviewed during UN CRC 71st session (11—29 January 2016), and concluding observations adopted on 21 Mar 2016
Committee welcomed the Citizenship Act improvements but pointed to persistent gaps:

- Persistent inequities in rural areas, and among vulnerable groups such as refugees, Nubian and Makonde
communities, and intersex children

Recommended:

- Ensure universal and free birth registration, including late registration
- Decentralize registration, particularly in remote areas
- Consider acceding to conventions on statelessness

- Seek technical assistance from UN bodies like UNICEF and UNHCR

"States parties must ensure that all children are registered immediately after birth, regardless of the status or
nationality of their parents or the circumstances of their birth." — CRC Concluding Observations, Kenya, 2016




ZIMBABWE (2016) - Retrospective Registration

Zimbabwe's combined 2"d periodic reports (CRC/C/ZWE/2) submitted on 6 Feb 2015, despite deadline 27
July 2002

Reviewed at CRC 72nd Session, (8—9 February 2016), and CO adopted on g March 2016

Committee noted:

- Despite fee removals, low registration remained a challenge

- Particularly impacting rural, low-income households

- Consequences included denial of schooling, exams, inheritance rights due to lack of identity proof

Recommendations:
- Simplify administrative requirements

- Decentralize registration to local and health facilities
- Expand mobile registration services

- Increase public awareness of birth registration procedures




COMMON THREAD IN COUNTRY REVIEWS

- Emphasizes Article 7, right to a name, nationality, and birth registration
- Argues for universal, timely, free registration (no fees, clear procedures)

- Urges decentralization and mobile outreach, to ensure reach in rural &
marginalized areas

- Insists on public awareness campaigns (via media, health workers, etc.)

- Highlights the importance of retrospective registration opportunities

- Encourages integration with health services and legal identity systems

- Calls for robust resources—technical, financial, legal—and institutional capacity
to sustain CRVS systems




Place of Birth Registration in GC No.27

- CRC drafted GC No. 27 - Children’s Right to Access to Justice and to an effective Remedy
during g5th session, January 2024

- GC emphasizes importance of BR as a fundamental human right & a key aspect of A2J

- BRis essential for protection of children's rights, including right to identity, nationality,
and access to essential services i.e. education and healthcare

- GC calls on governments to ensure BR is accessible, affordable, and widely available to all
individuals, including marginalized and vulnerable populations

- Emphasizes need for legal frameworks and systems to address barriers to BR & ensure all
children are registered at birth

- Committee held 141 consultations to get inputs on draft, received 315 submissions, 82 of
which involved participation of 7,215 children

- The second round of consultations lapsed on 30" June 2025




CRC'’s aligns with pillars of Strategic Programme Framework of CRVS

CRC supports linking birth registration with health and immunization
Interoperability (with health, services)

systems to improve reach and efficiency

o Committee encourages local registration mechanisms and permanent
Decentralization

service points, as seen in numerous CRC state recommendations

o CRC calls for effective system design and legislative reform to support
Digitalization & process reform

universal access and continuity

_ _ _ Ensuring birth registration regardless of location, status or crisis - what
Inclusive and legal identity coverage

the Strategic Framework aims to operationalize




CONCLUSION

- CRC underscores birth registration is not merely administrative—it's a human right, critical
for access to healthcare, education, justice, and state protection

- CRC urges states to establish UBR, backed by legal and institutional reforms, and integrated
across sectors

- CRCrecommendations and GCs are aligned with Strategic Framework’s focus on
Interoperability, Decentralization, Digitalization, legal strengthening, & system
resilience

- UN CRC strongly supports the Strategic Programme Framework, seeing it as a powerful
roadmap for fulfilling CRC’s obligations & advancing rights & visibility of every child in E




Parting quote!

"Birth registration is a fundamental right of every child and a prerequisite for the
realization of many other rights."
— CRC General Comment No. 7: Implementing Child Rights in Early Childhood (2005), para. 24

Adopted during Committee’s 4oth session in Geneva (12—30 September 2005) and published
on 20 September 2006 in its revised version, CRC/C/GC/7/




- Thank you for your attention!

TIM EKESA, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
KENYA ALLIANCE FOR ADVANCEMENT OF CHILDREN (KAACR)

EXPERT, UN COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, OHCHR
Email: timekesa@gmail.com
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